Spring Branch
Agricultural Center

The following procedures and rules have been established to create the most beneficial environment for the student.  To ensure safe and proper operation of the Spring Branch Agriculture Center, every measure possible will be taken and all School District and Student Handbook responsibilities will apply to Students, Parents, Alumni Association Members and Volunteers. It is the responsibility of the students and parents to ensure that the rules are followed.

Agricultural Center Rules and Procedures

General Information
Purpose
This agreement is between the FFA member and the Spring Branch FFA to facilitate Supervised Agricultural Experience Projects, approved by the Agriculture Instructors, at the Spring Branch Ag Center. The intent of the Spring Branch Ag Center is to provide facilities to combine learning theory with hands-on application.

Property
Spring Branch ISD owns this property known as the Spring Branch Agricultural Center, located at 1905 Brittmoore Road.

Agreement
The Agriculture Center is only to be used for current SBISD student’s with FFA approved/sponsored projects. ANY SAE Project must have approval of all Ag Instructors.  Projects without prior approval of the Ag Instructors will not be allowed onto this facility. Only the owner of the project and their parents will be allowed access to the facility. Animals housed at the Ag Center must be exhibited through Spring Branch FFA 
Market Projects-
Following the conclusion of the market project or after the show for which the market project was intended, the student has 10 days in which to remove their project(s) from the center. The student must make special arrangements with the Ag Instructors if this time frame cannot be met. After the grace period has ended, projects may be taken to a public auction and sold. Proceeds of that sale will be deposited into the general FFA Activity Fund. 
Breeding Projects-
Students raising breeding animals must enter into an additional contract with the Ag Center Facility that will identify the specific breeding project, pen lease agreement, and duration of the project.  These contracts will be evaluated and signed annually.  Lease agreements may not be given to heifers that are no longer eligible to compete at Junior Shows, under FFA.  Those heifers must be removed from the SBISD Ag Center within 30 days after the last show for which they are eligible to compete.  *An exception may be granted to students with bred heifers who are no longer eligible to show.  These heifers may enter into a Breeding Cattle Pasture Contract with the Spring Branch Ag Center and pay pasture rent. Under this agreement the heifer may remain in the pasture until the cow and the baby calf reaches its 6th month birthday or the student graduates.  At this point the cow must leave the property within 10 days. A cattle barn stall may be offered at the pen rent rate if space permits but will not be guaranteed. 

No male breeding animals, with the exception of rabbits, are allowed at the facility.

Any items left at the center after the grace period will become property of the Spring Branch FFA Chapter.

Project Limit: This varies year to year based on availability, but we have a max of 1 Major Show market animal per barn, Cattle may have no more than 3 animals in the barn at once, 1 Major Steer, 1 Breeding Heifer, and a SBFFA Steer. A 2nd Breeding Heifer may be substituted for a steer with the stipulation that the student applies for a proficiency award. All others may have no more than 2 animals per barn, and a max of 4 projects on property (a set of rabbits count as 1 project). 

See the Frequently Asked Questions at the end of the session for the list of required documents for utilizing the Agriculture Center or raising an animal

Enrollment

Enrollment Requirements
FFA Members: Students must attend a Spring Branch ISD school and be enrolled in one agriculture science course for the current school year, and pay their FFA Dues.  
Junior FFA Members (middle/elementary school students) must meet one of the following criteria to be eligible:
Be in grades 3-6 at a Spring Branch ISD School and have a sibling who is or has been an SBFFA Member or has a parent who works for the district
Be in 7th or 8th grade at an SBISD School, 
Be a student grandfathered in under previous requirements. 
All students must be a member in good standing with the chapter.

Attendance

ID Badges
All students must have a school issued I.D. badge in their possession and be able to provide proof of his/her identification upon request.  Persons other than students, pre-approved volunteers/parents must obtain a visitor’s pass from the main office at Guthrie (During the school day, Monday – Friday from 7:30AM – 3:00PM) or be subject to laws pertaining to criminal trespassing.

Hours of Operation
Agriculture Center hours of operation are from 5:30 am until 10:00 pm daily.  Beyond these hours, the Agriculture Center is considered closed and no student, parent or volunteer shall be in attendance of the facility.  Violators can be subject to laws pertaining to criminal trespassing.
On School Days the Ag Center is closed from 7:30AM – 3:00PM. All guest will need to sign in at the Guthrie Center 
 
Student Attendance
Student attendance of facilities outside of classroom hours is limited to attending school (FFA) related functions and daily care of livestock.  

ALL students utilizing the facility for housing of a livestock project will be required to attend Facility Workdays.

Students assigned to In-School Suspension (ISS), Out-of-School Suspension, Disciplinary Alternative Educational Programs (DAEP), or who have been expelled are not eligible to attend the Agriculture Center or participate in any school (FFA) activities until the day following the last day of the assignment.  It is the responsibility of the student to arrange for a parent/guardian to feed and care for a livestock project during this time.

Parent and Volunteer Attendance
All parents and volunteers must complete a SBISD Volunteer online registration and be approved by the school district to be allowed at the Agriculture Center for any reason, other than providing transportation. *When registering as an SBISD Volunteer you must select Guthrie as the campus. 

Visitor Attendance
Anyone entering the property does so at his or her own risk, no student is insured against injury. SBISD, the SBFFA, nor the Ag Instructors are responsible for the safety or well-being of projects or persons on the property. Only one guest under the age of 18 may accompany a student unless a parent or guardian is present.

During the school day ALL visitors are required to check in at the Guthrie Center – 10660 Hammerly Blvd.

Animal Care

Housing
To allow for optimum supervision of projects by Ag Instructors, all animal projects must be kept and cared for on site at the Agriculture Center.  The only exceptions to this rule are poultry and rabbits which may be raised on or off location.  Breeding stock animals are allowed off-site for the time needed to be bred (see ag science teachers for more information), but then must return to the facility as these are supervised projects. Animals being taken off the property must give notice and be approved by the Ag Instructors before removal.  Failure to do so will result in a Red Tag per animal.

Daily Care of Livestock
Livestock must receive daily care, which will include proper feeding, watering, and removal of feces in pen.  Sanitation is of the utmost importance.  Students are responsible for buying proper bedding material for their pen.  Mistreatment, abuse, or neglect of any animal will NOT be tolerated. Livestock not fed, watered, and cared for daily will be subject to the “Red Tag Process” Barn Standards.

Feces Disposal 
Areas have been assigned for proper waste disposal (manure dumpster).  Animal feces shall not be dumped in undesignated areas. All livestock, poultry and rabbit pens must be cleaned daily and scraped to the base once a week.



Animal Handling 
No livestock is allowed to roam free; out of its assigned pen without being under control of the owner. (This excludes cattle in the pasture and the farm cats)

Animal Transportation
Students are responsible for the transportation of their own livestock projects.  This includes veterinary visits and travel to and from livestock shows.  Some transportation may be provided by the Agriculture Department to various livestock shows as determined by the Ag Science Teachers. Animals being taken off the property must give notice and be approved by the Ag Instructors before removal.  Failure to do so will result in a Red Tag per animal.

Livestock Insurance 
Insurance may be purchased to protect your investment in an animal project. This service is provided by outside resources. 

Livestock/Facility Care Disciplinary Action
Student’s projects will be reviewed by the Ag Science teachers and may be labeled with a yellow tag as a communication device or a warning.  Students not in compliance with the daily care and feeding of an animal project as suggested or outlined by the Agriculture Instructors will receive the following disciplinary consequences.

Red Tag Process
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Lamb/Goat/Pigs/Poultry/Market Rabbits
1st Red Tag – Conference with student.
2nd Red Tag – Email & Conference with parents and The Guthrie Center Principal.
3rd Red Tag – Immediate eviction of livestock project.


Cattle/Breeding Rabbits
1st Red Tag – Conference with student.
2nd Red Tag – Email/Phone Call with Parent and Student.
3rd Red Tag – Email & Conference with parents and The Guthrie Center Principal.
4th Red Tag – Immediate eviction of livestock project (72 hours) 


*Red Tags may be given at AST discretion for behaviors relating to livestock projects at the Agriculture Center. More information in the Barn Standards.

Livestock Check
Livestock checks will be performed weekly by the Ag Instructors for all animals at the Ag Facility. Market animals will be allowed 3 no-shows and breeding projects and market steers will be allowed 6 no-shows for the duration of the project.  Upon the last no-show the student will have 10 days to remove their animal from the property.  Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of the animal. Only a parent or a sibling may stand in for a student during an official livestock check. *Poultry and rabbits kept at home will need to schedule livestock checks on an individual basis.

Facility/Equipment

All Ag Center facilities and equipment are the property of SBISD and/or Spring Branch FFA, and can only be used by the Agriculture Instructors or under direct supervision. There will be no unauthorized construction, building, modifications, or changes of any degree to the center or its structures.  Authorization must go through the Ag Instructors with approval from SBISD Maintenance. Any violation of this rule will be subject to legal action.

Campus Access and Security 
The Agriculture Center is considered a closed campus.  The front gate providing access to the facility will remain closed and/or locked.  It is in the student’s best interest for the gate to remain closed.  A student who has reason to be present on the facility will be granted a key fob by the Agriculture Instructors for access.  Key Fobs are not to be shared with anyone.  All persons involved with breach of the Agriculture Center security can be subject to laws pertaining to criminal trespassing.

Livestock Pens/Feed Boxes
Ag Instructors will assign a pen and feed box to students with livestock projects for the purpose of housing livestock and storing their feed and equipment.  As a precaution against theft all students are urged to keep their assigned pen/feed box locked at all times as well as label all items.  The school cannot be responsible for items lost, stolen or not properly put away.  All pens/feed boxes remain the property of SBISD and should not be altered or defaced in any way.  Students guilty of damaging property will be liable damages in accordance with the law.

Students not cleaning their pen within 10 days of the intended terminal show, or 10 days of the animal leaving the property, will forfeit $50 per day of their SBISD Show and Sale monies beginning the 11th day until the pen is cleaned. Other penalties will be assessed for pens belonging to animals shown at the majors or ineligible to show. 

Pen Rent
Fees will be charged to students who rent a livestock pen. Pen rent will be due along with all paperwork and livestock orders.
Cattle pen - $100.00
Goat, Lamb, Swine, Poultry, - $75
Rabbit - $50.00 
Commercial Steer - $140 (1 student per season)
Medication Fee
	Pigs, Lambs, Goats - $25
	Market Steers and Heifers - $75

Workdays
Workdays are essential to the care, maintenance and improvement of the facility. Workdays are mandatory for students’ housing projects at the Agriculture Center. Students who miss a workday with approval from the Ag Teachers must make it up within 10 days at an Agriculture Science Teacher’s convenience. If a student misses a workday without approval he/she will forfeit their privilege to utilize the project center

Pets
Only supervised, leashed pets are allowed at the Agriculture Center.  Pets are NOT allowed inside the livestock area. Any damage that your pet causes to property or livestock will solely be the owner’s responsibility at the value deemed by the AST or the owner of the animal/property.
Any animal that is not shown at a major livestock show or SBFFA Show and Sale during the current school year will be considered a pet and must be removed prior to the last day of school. 


Truck, Trailers & Other Heavy Machinery 
Spring Branch ISD owns and operates the Ag Center truck and trailers.  These items will not be “loaned” to students or parents.
Tractors & other machinery – SBISD Students, or anyone under the age of 18 nay not drive or operate a tractor or machinery, no matter the owner. Adults who wish to drive the SBISD/Alumni tractors must check out keys and have approval from the ASTS & E-Board. Anyone who doesn’t operate the machinery safely, as determined by the ASTs or E-Board will not be allowed to drive it any more at the farm. Any damage will be the responsibility of the adult driving. 

Dumpster
Dumpster is for Ag Center use only. The large rollaway dumpster is for organic material/manure. The small dumpster is for Ag Center property trash only.

Campus Cleanliness
Keep the entire facility and surrounding grounds clean. Please make every effort to throw away trash in the dumpster.

Transportation and Parking
Bus Transportation
Personal transportation must be provided by the individual for visitation to the Agriculture Center before and after school hours.    
Students are NOT allowed to drive or park at the Agriculture Center for class. Students are provided with bus transportation between the Guthrie Center and the Agriculture Center during all days in which school is in session for class attendance purposes.

Parking/Traffic Regulation
Students who drive cars to the Agriculture Center are required to park in the designated parking lots and drive on designated driveways. Cars which are not parked in the proper manner/area or abandoned after-hours may be towed away or booted at the owner’s expense and the student driver will be subject to disciplinary action.  

Parking/driving privileges are for currently enrolled students attending after-school practice, school (FFA) events or daily care of a livestock project. Students are not to drive to the farm between 7:30am and 2:45pm except on school holidays or with Guthrie Center approval.

Vehicles parked on school property are under the jurisdiction of the school. School officials may search any vehicle anytime there is reasonable cause to do so, with or without the presence of a student.

Drivers are expected to exercise good judgment behind the wheel at all times, this keeps our students and animal projects safe.  On campus, ten miles per hour (10 MPH) is the maximum speed limit.  

Violation of any of these regulations is considered misconduct and may result in removal of driving privileges. Red Tags may also be issued to the student for violation of any of these regulations by anyone driving at the farm.



Code of Conduct

All students are expected to treat one another courteously, with respect for the other person’s feelings; to avoid any behaviors known to be offensive; and to stop these behaviors when asked or told to do so.

Dress Code 
All Spring Branch ISD policies on student dress shall also apply to individuals at the Spring Branch Agriculture Center.  This includes but not limited to length of shorts, clothing that advertises alcohol, tobacco, illegal substances or sexual connotations.  For student safety when tending to livestock, it is advisable that students wear pants and close toed shoes.

Tobacco, Drugs and Alcohol Possession/Use
No student shall possess, use, transmit or be under the influence of any controlled/illegal drug, alcohol, intoxicant or other behavior-altering drug on any school premises or related activity.  No student shall possess or use any tobacco products on school premises.  Violation of this policy will be subject to the regulations and guidelines of the SBISD and shall be referred to proper authorities for possible legal action.  Additionally, student use of the Agriculture Center may also be terminated.

Weapons or Fighting
No student shall possess, use, exhibit, or transmit any firearm, explosive device, illegal knife or other weapon.  No student should engage in a physical altercation on campus. Violation of this policy will be subject to the regulations and guidelines of SBISD and shall be referred to proper authorities for possible legal action.  Additionally, student use of the Agriculture Center may also be terminated.

Vandalism
Students shall not vandalize nor otherwise damage or deface school property including, but not limited to, grounds, furniture, equipment or vehicles, the property of others located on the facility or any other item used for school purposes.  Parents/guardians of students guilty of damaging property will be liable for damages in accordance with the law.  Additionally student use of the Agriculture Center may be terminated.

Expulsion OSS or DAEP
Student’s that are expelled from school have 3 days in which to remove their project(s) from the center as well as their personal belongings. After the 3rd day the project may be taken to the next available public auction and sold with proceeds deposited into the general FFA Activity Fund. 

Animal Selection
As a group, students will have 30 minutes of independent viewing time of the lot.  Students in the selection process and their parents (legal guardian) will be the only ones allowed in the viewing area.  Students may help each other, but can have no “outside assistance” during viewing or selection.  As students leave the viewing area, they will draw for selection order.  Once the student has left the viewing area, they may not return until their time to select.  The viewing area will be cleared and students will enter in selection order and have two minutes to make their choice before the next student in the selection order enters the pen.  Students are required to stay and help until the selection is complete to assist in moving animals and clean up. 

Barn Expectations 
The below list are the most common reasons that students receive red tags. 
●	Stalls will be maintained twice a day (All)
●	Bedding will be kept filled so that no concrete or mats are showing (All)
●	Bedding will be kept dry (All)
●	Wheelbarrows/Poop buckets will be emptied and rinsed after every use (All)
●	Entering another students stall without permission (All)
●	Using another students supplies without permission (All)
●	Halters will not be left on when turned out into the pasture (All)
●	Animals will be fed in stalls unless approved by ASTs (All)
●	Animals will not roam free (All)
●	Driving over 10 miles per hour (All)
●	Feeding outside of the facility hours (All)
●	Flooding the barn (All)
●	Uneaten feed will not be left in stalls (Cattle, Pig, Lamb, Goats)
●	Poultry will have full feed & water (Poultry)
●	Animals will be fed twice a day (Cattle, Pigs, Lambs, Goats, Poultry, Market Rabbits)
●	Water will be filled twice a day (Cattle, Lambs, Goats, Poultry, Rabbits) 
●	Water will be kept clean (Cattle, Lambs, Goats, Poultry, Rabbits) 

Removal of Animals & Loss of Privileges at the Ag Farm
	Market Projects 
	10 days after the conclusion or project of after the show it was intended for 

	Breeding Projects - Heifers
	30 days after the last show for which it is eligible or graduation whichever is first 

	Bred Heifers who have aged out but the student intends to show the calf
	10 days after the calf is 6 months

	Breeding Rabbits 
	10 days after the rabbits 5th birthday or 4 years in the student’s possession the student or graduations 

	Student receives DAEP, OSS, or is expelled 
	Will have 72 hours to remove their animal from property 

	Red Tag Evictions 
	Students will have 72 hours from the time the last tag was issued – student and parent will be notified via email or last tag. 

	Any other reason 
	If the student loses the privilege to use the Ag Center for any other reason the student will have 10 days to remove the animal from property. 



**Rules are subject to change to a line with the expectations of SBISD.



Ordering a SBFFA Show & Sale Animal
Checklist 

Turn in the following paperwork & money before the deadline

Paper Forms – 
· Livestock Order Form 2019-2020 
· If raising poultry or rabbits at home please denote that on this form
· Livestock Order Form
· Medical Authorization Form - Notarized 
· Parent/Student Ag Center Contract and Rules Acknowledgment - Notarized
· Security Access - Ag Center Key Kob Form 
· Medical Authorization for Trips 
· W9 - With Student Information 
· Photo Release
Online Documents/Forms
· SBISD Volunteer Sign Up – Make sure you select Guthrie Center as your campus
· Parents/Guardians must complete – Please print conformation email https://volunteer.springbranchisd.com/
· ShoWorks Animal Registration http://sbffa.fairmanager.com –
· Please print the conformation email showing that you registered and turn in with other paperwork
· Alumni Membership Registration Form/Alumni Volunteer Form
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This is found on the Spring Branch FFA website under the Alumni Association Tab

Cattle & Breeding Rabbits ONLY 
· Breeding Animal Agreement  - All Heifers & Breeding Rabbits
· Breeding Cattle Pasture Agreements - Only if they qualify

